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“Voluntary Garden” Series Public Programs

Performances: December 11, 2019, December 28, 2019, February 14, 2020, and February 29, 2020
Discussions: December 12, 2019, December 28, 2019, and February 29, 2020

Please refer to UCCA's official website and WeChat account for event details
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Voluntary Garden

From October 17 to 24, 2019, in a Suzhou-style garden next to the Forbidden City, 39 musicians
played, one by one, on a small platform in the middle of a pool surrounded by scholar’s rocks
and exquisite plants. There were musicians of all kinds, some representative of Chinese
classical or folk music, others veterans of Beijing’s rock scene. Many used traditional Chinese
instruments to play contemporary music, while others used computers or electronic hardware
to make their soundscapes and compositions. There were guitarists and drummers of all
kinds, jazz virtuosos and hardcore feedback visionaries. Over the course of eight days, each
musician was filmed and recorded saturating the garden with their own unique voice. Colin
Siyuan Chinnery then took this disparate collection of music and turned it into one coherent
19-minute work in the form of a 4-channel video installation. Musicians appear on different
screens simultaneously, forming musical interactions. As the musicians replace each other,
over and over again, the music constantly changes and yet, somehow, remains strangely
consistent. The music becomes a narrative in which each musician unconsciously contributes

to a plot that they themselves are unaware of, allowing separate worlds to effortlessly coexist.



