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Henri Matisse, Window in Tabhiti or Tabhiti Il, December 18,1935 - March 15, 1936, gouache
and tempera on canvas, 238 x 183 cm. Musée départemental Matisse, Le Cateau-
Cambrésis. Donation of the artist, 1952. Inv. 1952-63. Photograph by Musée départemental

Matisse, Le Cateau-Cambrésis/Philip Bernard
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Today considered one of the greatest artists of the twentieth
century and the impetus behind several major developments in the
history of art, Henri Matisse was born in Le Cateau-Cambrésis in
the north of France on December 31,1869. He came from a family of
weavers who had lived in the area for more than 300 years. In 1952,
nearing the end of his life, he decided to create a museum there by
donating 89 works, his favorites that he had never wanted to sell,
which would represent his unique artistic legacy. Unique among his
peers, Matisse was a universal artist: transcending borders, curious
about all civilizations, and particularly admiring of Chinese art
and thought. “Matisse by Matisse” attempts to tell the story
of his life both chronologically and thematically. It traces his
research, discoveries, achievements, and influence through
almost 300 works of art, drawn from the collection of the Musée
départemental Matisse, Le Cateau-Cambrésis.

The exhibition includes eleven sections, beginning with his stylistic
explorations as a student, early studies and copies of Old Masters;
works that show his progression towards Fauvism, which he
invented; and his portrait studies from the 1920s and 1930s, in media
such as sculptures, drawings, and prints. Other sections explore
the inspiration and influence of his 1930 trip to Tahiti; an iconic suite
of oil paintings and ink drawings from the 1940s, one of the artist’s
most prolific periods; and his revolutionary shift to paper cut-outs,
including Jazz and its impact on illustration and book design. The
exhibition continues to examine the significance of textiles in his
work and the culmination of his oeuvre, the creation of the Vence
Chapel at the end of his life. It concludes with a section that explores
the influence of Matisse and Fauvism on modern painting in China
from the 1920s to 1940s.

The show’s design and architecture are inspired by Matisse’s
universe of forms. Paying tribute to the artist’s energy and creative
longevity, it offers a unique and privileged way to discover Matisse—
with the artist himself as our esteemed guide.

“Matisse by Matisse” is curated by Patrice Deparpe, Director
and Chief Curator, Musée départemental Matisse, Le Cateau-
Cambrésis. The exhibition is designed by Pascal Rodriguez and
coordinated by the art and culture agency Doors [] Z . “Matisse
by Matisse” is presented with special support from the French
Embassy in China as part of the 17th edition of the Croisements
Festival.

The exhibition is proudly presented by NIO. UCCA thanks supporting
coffee sponsor Bernachon, and supporting sponsor Turkish Airlines
for their generous support. Exclusive wall solutions support is
provided by Dulux. Genelec contributed exclusive audio equipment
and technical support. Colors lllumini Technology provided lighting
support. UCCA thanks the members of its Foundation Council,
International Circle, and Young Associates, as well as Lead
Partner Aranya, Lead Art Book Partner DIOR, Presenting Partners
Bloomberg, Voyage Group, and Yinyi Biotech, and Supporting
Partners Barco, Dulux, Genelec, and Stey.
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During the exhibition period, UCCA Beijing will present six weekends
of public programs exploring Matisse’s artistic career, art and history
at the turn of the twentieth century, and the artist’s influence on the
Chinese modern art movement. Programs include conversations,
workshops, film screenings, and a performance. The performance
“The Unfinished Battle of the Two Xus,” will explore how modern
Western art sparked debate when it was first introduced to China.
The presentation also touches upon questions of professionalization
and cultural modernity in contemporary art education, drawing from
historical texts to rewrite and reenact history. In addition, the theme
“The Eve of Modernity” will explore the social background and
development of modern art in China in the first half of the twentieth
century from the three perspectives of urbanization, popular and
consumer culture, and art history.

Ad(ditional special programs will be held throughout the exhibition
period. For the most up-to-date information on events, please refer
to announcements on UCCA's official website and UCCA Edge’s
official WeChat account and other social media platforms.

“Matisse by Matisse” Public Program Series
UCCA Beijing (2023.7.15 - 2023.10.15)

715 - 716 | Matisse and Art History
Opening Conversation: Becoming Matisse
Candle Workshop: The Burning lcarus

7.22 - 723 | To Matisse

Conversation: Matisse’s Letters
Handmade Book Workshop: Three in One
Flower Workshop: Greeting Nature
Cinema Arts: Australia’s Lost Impressionist

812 - 813 | The Eve of Modernity

Conversation: The West in the East:

The Chinese Modern Art Movement

Stained Glass Workshop: Sunday at Vence Chapel

Cinema Arts: Painting the Modern Garden: Monet to Matisse

819 - 8.20: The Modern Chorus

Conversation: Urbanization, History, and Chinese Modern Art
Fabric Workshop: Song of the Nightingale

Performing Arts: The Unfinished Battle of the Two Xus
Cinema Arts: Matisse Live

916 - 917 | Portraying People, Portraying the World
Conversation: Women in Modern China

Paper Cut-Out Workshop: Under the Vines

Fabric Workshop: Song of the Nightingale
Screening: The Impressionists

9.30 - 10.3| An Avant-Garde Age

Conversation: Matisse and His Times: Matisse,

Picasso, and Bonnard

Candle Workshop | Matisse’s Palette

Fabric Workshop | The Natural Muse

Field Trip: Through the Windows of Tahiti / Painting Workshop:
Long Live Painting!

Screening: Adventurers of Modern Art 1& 2 and Civilisations
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UCCA Kids has designed a series of workshops and summer
camps based on the exhibition, encouraging children to explore
Henri Matisse’s entire artistic career through different theme-
based classes. Students will learn how Matisse, recognized as a
master of color, depicted life and conveyed emotion in a direct,
powerful way. Through hands-on learning, children will discover
how Matisse used a wide variety of different media, and create their
own paper cut-outs, textile works, book illustrations, and more.
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UCCA Kids Audio Guide and Guidebook
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In order to help children better understand and more deeply
experience the exhibition, UCCA Kids has developed a special
Chinese-language audio guide and guidebook for “Matisse by
Matisse.” Using child-friendly language, the guidebook leads kids
on a journey based on the path of visitors through the exhibition,
providing introductions to each section and descriptions of key
artworks. The guidebook also includes a small section of fun and
accessible interactive activities. You are welcome to pick up a free
Chinese guidebook at the museum’s front desk.
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Matisse’s Journey Children’s Book—
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UCCA Kids initiated the “Artists and Friends” book series in 2022,
aimed at bringing UCCA's exhibition program to young readers and
sharing UCCA Kid’s pedagogical approach with a wider audience.
Featuring children’s books and other educational products, the
series showcases major UCCA exhibitions to introduce kids
and parents to leading Chinese and international artists in a fun,
relaxed manner.

Planned by the UCCA Kids team and published in collaboration
with Everafter Books, Matisse’s Journey allows children to follow
the Fauvist artist’s footsteps, learning about the climate and
vegetation in the many places he visited, encountering new
cultures and meeting new friends on a literary journey that shows
readers the vastness and richness of the world.

UCCA membership offers the perfect opportunity to more deeply
experience all that China’s leading institution of contemporary
art has to offer. Our membership program offers access to our
many locations without the purchase of additional tickets, special
welcoming gifts, priority exhibition entry, members-only events,
great savings and discounts, exclusive benefits for families, and
more. When you become a UCCA Member, you are making a significant
contribution to our mission of fostering the development of contemporary
artin China.
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Elegance is Power: “Matisse by Matisse” is
Proudly Presented by NIO
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NIO is a global smart electric vehicle company dedicated to
creating design-driven products that are pure, user-friendly, and
aspirational. In his art, Henri Matisse combined pure, expressive
color and composition to express a rich and deep understanding
of nature, creating a harmonious, peaceful, and delightful world.
Matisse’s artistic vision resonates with NIO’s mission to bring joy
into lives.

To celebrate its collaboration with UCCA to present “Matisse
by Matisse,” NIO presents a reimagined version of its flagship
coupe SUV, the ECT. On display exclusively at UCCA, it wears a
unique livery inspired by the artist’s best-known works, striking a
balance between purity, elegance, and power, and uniting art with
technology to create a bold aesthetic statement.

As the ECT meets art, experience how elegance is power.
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Henri Matisse, Oceania, the Sky, 1946, print on raw linen, produced by Zika Ascher based on paper and gouache cut-outs by Henri Matisse, 177 x 370 cm, edition 8/30. Musée départemental Matisse, Le Cateau-Cambrésis, donation of the

artist, 1952. Inv. 1952-73.
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Exclusive exhibition merchandise for “Matisse by Matisse” is available
now at UCCA Store! Inspired by select artworks from throughout
different periods of Henri Matisse’s expansive artistic career, products
include t-shirts, canvas tote bags, phone grips, and more, vividly
recreating the artist’s masterpieces so that visitors can continue
experience his brilliance outside of the exhibition.

Best of all, for every tote bag purchased from this collection, UCCA Store
will donate RMB 1to UCCA Foundation’s initiative “Opening the Door to
Art,” raising awareness for philanthropic programs that are helping make
the next generation’s artistic dreams come true.

Find UCCA Store on Tmall as UCCA &AL JE or visit UCCA Store during

the exhibition to purchase.
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In conjunction with “Matisse by Matisse,” UCCA Center
for Contemporary Art has produced a bilingual catalogue
documenting this landmark exhibition. Mirroring the structure of
the show, the catalogue is divided into 11 sections and includes
more than 300 artwork reproductions and archival photographs.
The book includes an essay by exhibition curator Patrice Deparpe
retracing the artist’s remarkable life and career. Another text by
Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts Professor Cai Tao explores
Matisse and Fauvism’s influence on the modern Chinese art
movement from the 1920s to the 1940s. The catalogue Matisse by
Matisse is published in collaboration with Zhejiang Photographic
Press. Design is provided by Luk Chi-Cheong.

BE: (SFFNDHEE)  E4: UCCA LIEHIHLZEARFL
thhieit: AMTES AR I 5%, 5121
Title: Matisse by Matisse Editor: UCCA Center for Contemporary Art
Format: Hardcover, 512 pages Language: Chinese and English
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About Musée départemental Matisse,
Le Cateau-Cambrésis

ZEEHCAE B DFEAE, #1515 - RS TAEEFIT-
BhREFNEEI A EE DB EANERDFRAAEERSE
3, RREtHR FREENDEHMENEANEZ —, 1952 F,

SEHRAMKTE - RHEETIEET 89 B8R, HFEFXBES5ET
wmE. DEREHZE, ENERIERANYT K, 5317F 1956 £
BRIEEMREIZRE LS - HRE (Auguste Herbin ) AISIE,

LAK 2000 FEZIRBEARBELIRAZSI - FFITE ( AIice
Tériade ) I— i REARBEURNKIRAITERAIER, =

IERFTIAM T #KIE - BASTTHHEITR, 1982 £REERE
F I8 HENERIEE N, BRIEAEEEESSHNYT ERET,

&S % d @uccAa BEHEKZE R

B PEYWIE EMN: 268 7T
Publisher: Zhejiang Photographic Press
Price: 268 RMB

Located in Henri Matisse’s hometown of Le Cateau-Cambrésis in
northern France, Musée départemental Matisse was founded by
the artist and houses one of the most important collections of his
works in the world. In 1952, Matisse bequeathed 82 of his works
to the city of Le Cateau-Cambrésis and personally participated
in the design of the exhibition galleries. The museum’s collection
continued to enlarge after Matisse’s death, with a gift from French
abstract painter Auguste Herbin in 1956, and another, of books
and works by Modernist masters, from art publisher Alice Tériade
in 2000. Musée départemental Matisse originally opened in the
Town Hall of Le Cateau-Cambrésis, moving in 1982 to the Fénelon
Palace, built during the eighteenth century. In 1992, it became
the property of the Département du Nord and ten years later, it
was significantly enlarged. The museum is currently undergoing
renovation in preparation for a new expansion, and will open in
June 2024.
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